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THiD FASHION SALOON N
- ' ' Sacrarento, Sacrarento County, California

Address: 209 "J" Street (39 "J" Street, old number until 1880)
Oceupancy: Derolished

Use: _ Saloon from 1855 to 1870; after which the bu:.ld:mg was used for
‘ o -+ a variety ¢f shops and of ices

ARCEITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL SIEIFICANCE

Because of its unique stireet facade of cast-iron and having remained in existence
from 1855 to 1965, when it was demolished to make way for Interstate Freaway No.
5, the I'ashion 3aloon has always stimulated architectural and historical interest.

* KISTORTCAL INFORMATION = ' o

The originel street address was 3% "J" Street until 1880 when a new system of
nurbering addresses was adopted and maintained until the present day, No., 33
becaming Ko. 208.
‘The following excerpt from the Sacramento Directory of 1856 gives a fairly come
plete resum€ of the building's history up until that time:

"Fashion, John C. Keenan proptr, 39 J.

This has always been a favorite resort of the Sacramentans and strangers
visiting the city, for it has a r‘eputation spread broadecast throughout the
State, if not exterding far b beyend its limits. The "Fashion" was first es-
Terlisned by The trelLnT svopiietor, i Aug.e 1602, oot oin the Noverler fol-
lowing it was swept out of existence by the disastrous conflagraticn that
laid waste the whole city. Mr. Keenan, however, was not a man easily dis-
coureged by ordinary obstacles, Wi’chout repining at this loss, or permitting
his spirits to drocp for an instant, his mind was made up what to do. Eefore
the smcke which had laid his enterprise in ruins had fairly cleared away, we
find him thirty miles up the Sacramento, at Vernon, a "crty“ that once had
an existence in the prurient imeginations of many victims, who in those days
laid out such things extensively -~ on paper. Here he purchased a wooden
building, had it floated down the I‘;wer, and in less than two weeks from the
time of its aes‘fr'hcu.o,l, the "Fashion®, Phoenix-like, came out of its ashes,
received back its friends, and was the scene of many congratulations between
the proprietor and his mumerous admivers. The spirit of improvement that has
adaed substantially to ertellish and beautify the city, and give its inhabi-
tants a character for enterprise and sagacity abroad, has not found the pro-
nrietor of the "Fashion" a whit behind his contemporar.z,es. While others around
him were rearing gi gan..:nc structures of enduring materﬁl he made careful
rreparation to have his establishment Keep procress with the prevailing current,
‘and on the 11th of Dec., 1855, the present elegant building, where "Fashion”
is in future to hold her temple, was again opened to its friends, after a
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Tenperory absence from publie view. The building is of brick, twe stories

in J.«m;_,nt 26 feet » 10C, in the rear of which 1s a kitchen 15x40, also two
stories high. The first floor' 1s occupled as a salocn and billiard-room, and
the second 1s fitted ir.to slecping apartments, and embraces a suite of rooms
rurning the whole lergth of the Luilcing. They arc all furnished in superior
style == the walls erbellished with pictures -- the carpets of the most

; costly description - each m lighted with gas, and supplied with a bell-
pull «- larce mirrors -- in fact, every desirable adjunct that can add elew

gance to utility, Water is &lso conducted to all parts of the building., The
iron frent of the "F—’cmon is of unique pattern, ard is & iribute to the
taste ard ingenulty of thie bBureka Foundry, where it was cast. In fine, the
whole interior, both apove and below, is finished in the most gorgecus manner,
o expense havj_rg been spared to rerder it par excellerce the most 'recherche’
establishment of the kind on the Pacific. The cost of lot arnd improverents
on it, since it cawe into the hands of Mr. Keenan, have amounted to $ul, 587
The "Fashlo“" is now one of the notable points in the City."

Jorn C. Keenan is listed as bemg from Texas in the 1853 Dmctor‘y and from Alabama
in the 1856 and 1857 Directories. -

Keenan apﬁgr‘ertly disposed of the building to the next-door Forrest Theater in
1858 as the Fashion Saloon is no lonper listed in any subseguent directories, but
the Forrest Theater, alsc built in 1855, has absorbed the address No. 3541 “J"
Street, Keenan then took over the Bank Excharge Saloon on the nortnwest cormer
of Secord and "K" Streets. U . e , B

ARCEITECT U"QA._. SIGINIFICANCE

"The cast-iron de teils make the Tashion Saloon unique in 0ld Sacrarento as no other
building was ouite like it. The wide, paneled, cast-iron pilasters were crowned
with Corinthian capitals in turn supporting acantnus-leaf brackets under an inter-
rediate belt cor‘m.ce.

Soth Upper aha . luWu Flowrs were fenestrated by three recessec openings, protected
by outsice :Lron sr,u.teps nmg& to fold back ageinst the reveal of the openings.

Tre seccond £loor windows were capped with heavily ornamented wim‘ow heads supported
on voluted consoles. :

Wnile not sindlar irn detail, the ironwork was of the same elaborate orpamentation
that appears on vne Leggett Ale House at 1023 Front Street, a building also dating
from 1855 and for vhich the caest-iron work was also cast by the Eureka Iron Works.
Upon demclition of the building in 1965, most of the cast-iron work was salvaged
end 1s stored in the Municipal Warehouse in Sacramento. Reconstruction of the
bilding is ultimately proposed for inclusion in the Cld Sacramento project.

Prepared by

Clyde F. Trudell, Architect
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Jones 1. 1., saloon keeper Rainbow, 2d, betreen J :md K; Pennsylvania
--Jones Thowns D , guilder, with Rivett & Co.,, 28 K; Mmsoun _
Jones William H, ,olclk 144 J; New York - L
o7 Jones Ylizy Mre., dwolling M, between 4th and 5th
. Jonghons Cly ulm of W alkor &, Co, US T . : -
Jordan J: L., of Jackson, Noonen & Co., 47 4th sireet ; Pennsylvania.
Jorlaw Newman, of 1 \de & .Tm'd m, 114 li New York

|-(

I&a«oe Gmr"e, ho'ndnw 1‘0\1-’;(‘, 1Jo X linos ' E
. Kuizer John & Co., furniture dealer 3, 5t!| between J and K New Yonk
“Kahrr Jolm,_)m\cllm, ‘with . Bmlcy 116 J; New York : CheeEL
- EALKMANN PHILLIU & CU., wholesale dr y- goods merchauts, 61 K corner 3&
T KAUFMAN C. & W, c!othmg mcrchauts 36 K; Penasylvania :
Kaufman 11., of‘(lucknl, Brother & Cou, 240G J; Tkinois
Kaunfinan M., elerk with G. Y, Schimnidt, bd§ J S
Keating N. mcicl:.mf 218 J
~ Kenating W. J. , printer, Union Office, 20 F; Missonri -
o .o.- Kean John, cooper, 4th, between :md Nj; New York

Keasy William, merehant, cormer M and 8thi; Ohis . :

Keogaa Mrs., dwellmrr I\., between 8th and 9th : : ..
PR EENAN. JONUN ¢ , proprietor Fashion, 3% J ; Toxas : . '
) Keine . 'A , tinsmith and stove merchant, 163 J . Wisconsin

Keeler & Glsh physicians, 6th, between Tand K

Kecler Ira, of Keeler & Gish, (‘th, between .J and I ; Tndiana

Keller I, ‘d:y roods and clathm« merehant, 162 J'; Miahouu

Keller Michael, varicey mcwlnnb, 2354 Mhaumi : ,

. Keller Frank, buh.hm California Market, 231 J 3 1llinois '

Keiler Josaph, bnt(hu California Markel, 201 b s Illinois .

Kellewler Jolm A, “barber , at Winters, 231 K

Keller Leander, matross maker » IS, between Sth and 9th ; Touisiana

Kelley Alex. R. machine sower, 77 K, up stairg :

Kcllomr Lieons ud tinsmith, 245 J; Connvclicut

Kollomr 8., miner, 245 J Connecticut

Kellogs Jumss, b Jokkeeper, Page, Bion & Ce.; Conneetient

J‘xelly L b, wagon maker, 7ih, brtween I and J; Massachuseits

Kelly [liram, tinsimith, with J. Culw 148 J; \Iu,in'mn
2. Kelly Jolin J. ., elerk, with Wells, Fargo & Co New York
Kelly & Co., dealors in hay, ete., tith, Tetween J and K - : .
Kelly Hugle, ])}.Lcl\‘-mlth corner | and 3d; New York - - :
]\t-uncdy& L()mr Wlacksmichs, Gth, hetween T and J :
Kcuncdy S.unnel bl aeisnith, uf Kennedy & Lcmg, thl bct“-,en Tand J;

&‘ .WS"@'E"CES'C t_..Jc..-v("Ta @ Jhb@"

This highly popular Saloon will hc found }sepi as her etofmv
in the very I:cmht of Iashion. . .

ILQT TR ATNED CEGHOELSS,
of tlm moxt cheice hrands, will be feund constantly on hand.

FRTIET 2, T ....w"e:'\u, Slrepvietor,
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PACE 47 FROM SACRAMENTO DIRECTORY OF 1853-54'1..
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